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Use this pack to help you to:

v select relevant material
v develop it appropriately .

You should have looked at Pack W4, before starting on this pack.

Why be selective?

Example 1

Can you suggest one or two ways in which selecting material carefully can help you to
write a good essay?

Response

Selecting material well will help you to make the essay lively and interesting. It will
also help you stick to the point, and will increase your chances of covering the topic
fully.

Produce an essay involves more than simply writing down everything you know about
a subject. Your selection of material demonstrates:

. Your understanding of the specific question asked

. Your ability to extract and present the relevant points from your total store of
information

. Your command of the subject as a whole — only a well-prepared writer will know

what is important and must be included.

Essays which are not selective either become rambling and lost in their own mass of
unselected information, or are superficial and omit essentials.
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Getting Started?

Example 2

So how do you make a selection of material for an essay? Think of the next essay
you must write, and then take five minutes to note any ideas that occur to you which
might be used in it. If you do not have any essay title in mind, and wish to practise
generating ideas, use the following title:

‘Society to-day is totally different from society in 1900. ‘Evaluate this statement.

Note your ideas here:

Response

There is no single way of gathering initial ideas. Here are three different methods:

1. You could brainstorm the subject. Jot down all the ideas that come to you on the
subject in any order. You might come up with something like this:

old (family, corner) Health — to-day more prevention,
better drugs

Shops —— — New (supermarket) Different ways of cooking
Schools stricter then Law and order — bombs etc.,
Left school young terrorists

2. Another way is to write a list:

. more marriage problems to-day

. working wives

. families spilt up — working away from home
. less family care for the elderly.

3.  Athird method is to use spray notes. The abbreviated title is recorded in the
centre, with main points on the first stalks and examples branching out from

them.
New technology Drugs and care
etc \ /
HEALTH
\ killer diseases
tamed

Society 1900/2000’s

totally different? .
Schools stricter

in 1900
EDUCATION
etc / \
Later leaving in Teachers a

2000's profession to-day
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The purpose of the ‘getting started’ activity, whichever method you use, is to get down
on paper the ideas and knowledge which you have with the minimum delay. Now for
the next step.

Refining and developing ideas

Your next tasks are to

. decide which of the initial ideas you are going to use
. check their relevance to the question

. develop the points you retain

For example, if you decided that differences in the position of women between 1900
and the 2000’s was an essential issue, you might develop that idea something like

this:

1900 To-day (21° century)

- larger families - women can enter almost any occupation

- limited choice of occupations - first British woman P.M.

- most women lived at home - many go into further/higher education
until married - many live alone or away from home

- women organised the household - many still do most household chores

- few women in further/higher despite having other employment
education - small families — birth control

- no women in Parliament

Example 3

Look at your own notes made in Example 2 and develop your original ideas similarly.

Response

Check that:

. all your points are relevant

. you have covered all the key points

. you have considered the main points of view

When you have done all this, the next stage involves organising and expanding your
notes.
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Action Plan

For your next essay, note down the following things:

How you will generate your initial ideas:

How you will develop your initial ideas:

Note down the points you will look for in editing:

What else?

Other packs related to this one are: W4, W5, E5 & EB.
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