The Changing Face of Higher Education Admissions (in an Election Year)

Intro: Significant range of issues coming to the fore as political parties scramble for electoral success. Backdrop of limited resources, limited evidence and an attempt to capture not just the core voter but also the middle ground. Result is therefore a lot of initiatives but with the expectation that someone other than government will do the work and provide the solutions.

Aspiration and Social Mobility (previously known as Access and Widening Participation)

Social mobility agenda (particularly in a time of unemployment) – primary engagement and demographic change (the shrinking working class), Milburn and Harris.

Contextual information and reduced grade offers – Sutton Trust (July 2009)

Foundation years – Kings and St George’s Medical Schools, Leeds (local impact only)

Evaluation and tracking – report of the Public Accounts Committee

HEFCE Widening Participation Strategic Assessment – partnership and collaboration (9/11/13/15 group) – summer schools as engines of mobility

The future of IAG

Political enthusiasm for IAG – Milburn and Sutton Trust reports

On-line vs Face to face, and who is responsible?

A focus on 11-16 guidance

Regional/local focus – Student Finance Direct/consortium arrangements amongst universities/ Harris review

PGCE/Teach First – basic HE admissions content in the curriculum?

Student Funding and Support

Browne Review – parity for part-time students, students funded per module (retention), target resource to STEM students, Funding cap lifted or changes to repayment methods?(Million +/Shepherd), national variations (England/Wales/Scotland)

Changes to 14-19 education

Differentiating candidates - A* grade at A-level (take up) response of National Council for Educational Excellence and UUK; experience of the 2009 entry cohort, Telegraph (19 out of 20 raising entry criteria for competitive courses)

Extended Project/Essay– timing for submission, content, availability, support

Diversification – Pre-U, AQA Bacc, revised A-levels, Access Diploma, Advanced and Extended Diplomas, Welsh Bacc, IB take-up, (Scottish Bacc)

GCSE reforms and the impact on HE admissions processes – end of age and stage

Admissions Process and UCAS

Contextual information – Mandleson and Higher Ambitions, equivalence across UK and public access to material (e.g. Wales)

On-line applications and future potential developments – tailored applications

The Delivery Partnership – summer adjustment period, applicant feedback through UCAS

Post Qualification Admissions – review due 2012

Flexible study

Credit transfer and technology use (Web 2.0) – HE from the comfort of your own home

1+ 3 or 2+2 study (American Community College model)

Conclusion: How much is hyperbole in an election year? Public attitudes towards HE – is it seen as a national priority when funding is tight. An engine for economic and social development (North America)?
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