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Jargon Buster

Access Course

Courses designed to prepare you for university study, mainly taken by mature students returning to study.
Admissions

The Admissions Office handles applications and enrolments to the University. 

BA (Hons)/BSc (Hons)

‘Bachelor of Arts’ or ‘Bachelor of Science’ – the main types of degree.
Campus

A site owned by a university.
Class (of Degree)

The degree that you graduate with is divided into classifications depending on the level of your achievement: 1st, 2:1, 2:2, 3rd.
Clearing

An opportunity for students who didn't get into their firm or insurance choices to keep applying to universities once they have their results in August.
14-19 Diploma
A new qualification available at levels 1, 2 and 3, covering 14 sector areas. Please see the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority site [link to www.qca.org.uk] for more information.
Distance Learning

Study that doesn't involve physically attending the university. Makes use of the post and, increasingly, the internet.

FdA/FdSc

Foundation Degree in Arts or Science. Foundation Degrees [download] are new vocational qualifications providing the skills that today's employers are asking for. 

Foundation Course

Not to be confused with a Foundation Degree, this is a course designed to prepare you for university study in a particular subject.

Fresher

First year students. Most universities have a Freshers' Week where activities are put on specifically for new students. 

Graduate

Someone who has successfully completed a degree course

HNC/HND

Higher National Certificate and Higher National Diploma — alternative awards to a degree normally seen as having a strong vocational basis and taking two years to complete. The HND is full-time and the HNC is part-time.

Joint Honours

A Joint Honours course is a complimentary degree made up of a series of popular combinations of which you take two either in equal proportion (joint) or one as a major and the other as a minor subject (combined).

Lecture

A lecture is a form of teaching delivery in HE – a lecturer will present information to large groups of students in Lecture Halls.
LLB

Bachelor of Law — degree award specific to legal courses.

MA/MSc

Master of Arts or science — a higher level degree award that follows on from a BA or BSc
Module
A topic within a subject — degrees and HNDs are made up of a set number of modules.

NVQ

National Vocational Qualification, designed to accredit learning undertaken in the work place, available at a number of levels.
Postgraduate

Postgraduate qualifications are courses studied after degree level. For example MA, MSc or PGCE.

Route A/Route B

Students applying for most art and design courses apply through UCAS using Route A and/or Route B. Route A applications have the normal UCAS closing date of mid January. Route B courses have a closing date of mid March (to allow students to develop their portfolio).

School

The name of the academic departments which link certain subjects together. These can also be known as faculties, e.g. School of the Arts

Semester

An academic year in HE is split into two or three semesters (similar to school or college terms).
Seminar

A seminar takes place after a lecture and is usually in a classroom environment with a smaller group. 

Single honours

A single subject degree course.

Students' union

The Students’ Union consists of at least one building and is a place where students socialise after lectures. Students’ Unions tend to have bars, evening events, food outlets and shops. 

Tutor

University teacher.
UCAS

The Universities and Colleges Admissions Service (UCAS) is the organisation that deals with the majority of applications to HE in the UK.

UCAS Tariff

A points system developed by UCAS which translates academic and vocational qualifications into points. To look at the tariff please click here [link to www.ucas.com/candq/tariff/index.html]
Undergraduate

A person who is still studying their HNC, HND or degree course. 

Work-based Learning
Learning undertaken in the workplace, such as during an apprenticeship or National Vocational Qualification
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