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UCAS – Personal Statements

Getting Started
Make a list of all the things you have achieved - any prizes you may have received, any projects you are proud of etc.

Work Experience

Make a note of any work experience or part-time jobs you have had.

Make sure you focus on the positive aspects of this work - if you work on a supermarket checkout then you will have gained communication skills. 

Interests and Hobbies

What do you enjoy doing out of school? It is important to come across as a well-rounded individual. Not too focused on schoolwork or socialising – show that you can balance your responsibilities.

Education

Don’t waste time writing which A Levels you are taking - tutors can see that on your application. Do explain why you chose those subjects and what you enjoy most about them.

Career Aspirations

What do you want to do after University? Will your degree have a direct impact on this? If your degree is not vocational what career areas do you think it will lead to?

Why University?

What do you think you will gain from University?

Why You?

What sets you apart from the other candidates? Why should you get a place on the course?

Now all you have to do is put it all together!
Use a thesaurus and put in some ‘buzz’ words, but make sure it reads well and that there are no spelling mistakes.

Some good ‘buzz’ words:

	Accomplished
	Achieved
	Communicated

	Contributed
	Coordinate
	Demonstrated

	Enthusiasm
	Flexibility
	Motivated

	Organised
	Opportunity
	Participated

	Team
	Versatile
	Willing
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